
Block Island Housing Board 

Building Subcommittee 
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Fire Barn 

4:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

Present:  Cindy Pappas, John Spier, Debbie Howarth.  Patty Murphy arrived at 5:10 

Not Present:  Gerry Riker. 

 

Cindy brought the meeting to order with a review of the elements that must be taken into account 

by the Board during its decision making process.  Mentioned were building homes at the lowest 

cost possible weighed against the upcharges that may be chosen to enable long-term savings, 

aesthetics and the need to be sensitive to wishes of the community. 

 

With those concepts in mind, the subcommittee discussed foundation plans for the two Jacke 

houses trying to clarify the cost, long-term savings and aesthetic differentials between a 

traditional 8 foot high foundation and the 10’ high foundation that was bid out.  John will prepare 

his best cost estimates for comparison before the subcommittee’s next meeting on Wednesday, 

April 13, 2011. The subcommittee will revisit this issue at that time and select a recommendation 

to make to the full Board. 

 

The subcommittee also reviewed the house plans which have been developed to-date.  A few 

minor changes were made and the plans will be completed as soon as the foundation decision is 

made.   

 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:50 p.m. 

 

 

Debbie Howarth 


